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1. What is the weather like? 

The Northwest Territories has a relatively dry, cold climate, with long winters and warm 
summers drenched in sunlight. Temperatures can range from highs of +30°C (85°F) in summer 
to - 40°C (-40°F) in winter.  
 
South of the Arctic Circle, during the summer months, the sun rises early in the morning and sets 
late at night with 21 1/2 hours of daylight on June 21, north of the Arctic Circle, the sun does not 
set below the horizon in summer. This is truly the Land of the Midnight Sun. 
 
Average daylight hours: 
June 21  21 ½ hours   Sunrise 02:30  Sunset 23:59 
July 15   20 hours   Sunrise 02:07  Sunset 22:13 
August 15  16 hours   Sunrise 04:35  Sunset 20:43 
September 24  12 hours   Sunrise 06:24  Sunset 18:29 
December 21  4 ½ hours   Sunrise 10:11  Sunset 14:57 
March 18  12 hours   Sunrise 06:43  Sunset 18:45 
 
Average temperature °C: 
June   12  Low 6   High 18 
July   15  Low 9   High 21 
August   13  Low 7   High 19 
September  6  Low 2   High 10 
December  -25  Low -29  High -21 
March   -18  Low -25  High -11 
 
Average precipitation mm: 
June   29 
July   37 
August   41 
September  31 
December  24 snowfall 
March   15 snowfall 
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